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I. History of the Project Property

The Former Stewart Brothers Paint Company and Former Volcanic Heater Company properties, located at 1010 North Union Avenue and 201 Hartzell Street, Alliance, Stark County, Ohio 44601 (Subject Property) consists of approximately 6.537 acres.  Based on historical research, the southern portion of the Subject Property (1010 North Union Avenue) was occupied by Stewart Brothers Paint Company from 1926 until closing in March 2006.  Stewart Brothers Paint Company manufactured finished paint through the use of resins, pigments, additives, and solvents.  Raw materials were mixed per each paint recipe.  The raw materials were placed into the six (6) mills and the milled materials were dropped into portable mixing tanks.  Mills were cleaned by running the solvent in the paint recipe through the mill and used as part of the paint.  Additives were used for the materials in the portable tanks.  Batch sizes ranged from 104-gallons to 500-gallons and after they passed QA/QC they were placed in 1-gallon to 55-gallon containers for shipment. 

The northern portion of the Subject Property (201 Hartzell Street) was occupied by Volcanic Heater, Inc. and Alliance Brass and Bronze Company, a department of Volcanic Specialties, Inc. from approximately 1916 through 2007.  Volcanic Heater built large thermal heaters for use in refinery tanks and barges.  Alliance Brass and Bronze Company was a manufacturer of brass, bronze, aluminum, acid metal, high tensile and high conductivity alloys.  Lastly, residences were located on the Subject Property along North Union Avenue since at least 1930 through approximately 1963.  The following table illustrates the former use, address, and reference source for the Subject Property.

II. Current Use(s)/Business(es) of the Project Property

The Subject Property consists of two (2) former businesses.  Stewart Brothers Paint Co. owns parcels #109377 (1 acre), #109376 (0.59 acres), and #112077 (2.22 acres) totaling 3.81 acres.  Volcanic Heater, Inc. owns parcels #113617 (2.69 acres) and #104581 (0.037 acres) totaling 2.727 acres.  The total acreage of the Subject Property is 6.537 acres.  Currently, there are no formal business activities being conducted on the Subject Property but buildings associated with historical operations are present and contain equipment and supplies used in the former operations.  Railroad lines border the Subject Property to the west.
III. Surrounding Properties

Current uses of adjoining properties include: residences to the north on Kelly Avenue and North Union Avenue, Clem Warehouse (1250 Asbestos Drive) to the northwest, Alliance Supply Company (1092 North Union Avenue) to the northeast, Harding Heating and Cooling (1094 North Union Avenue) to the northeast, Alliance Equipment Company, Inc. (1000 North Union Avenue) to the south followed by residences, Alliance Computer Exchange (67 West Vine Street) to the west across railroad tracks, Suburban Auto and Signs (1050 North Union Avenue) to the east, and residences to the east across North Union Avenue. 

Historical commercial/industrial properties to the north since 1950 have included a stamping plant, warehousing, a tire service shop, a bakery, a rubber company, a church, and a heating and cooling company.  Historical commercial/industrial properties to the south since 1925 have included an electric stove manufacturer, an electric neon manufacturing company, a hand garden tools manufacturer, metal fabricating, and a fiberglass manufacturer.  Railroad tracks are present along the western property boundary.  Historical commercial/industrial properties to the west since 1925 have included a motor freight terminal, an auto sales and service company, a waste paper and metal scrap company, and a computer exchange warehouse.  Historical commercial/industrial properties to the east along and across North Union Avenue since 1965 include a cabinet shop, a car wash, a used car lot, and a body shop.  Properties not discussed were solely residential.

IV. On-site Buildings and Condition
A 29,735 sq ft building is present on the southern portion of the Subject Property historically occupied by Stewart Brothers Paint Company.  Construction phases of this building range from 1926 through 1971.  The building is currently in advanced stages of disrepair and water damage is extensive.  Two (2) outbuildings (warehouses) constructed in 1970 are located to the northwest and northeast of the main building and are 1,024 sq ft and 2,400 sq ft respectively.  The central portion of the building is 2-stories in height and a basement is located underneath the southeastern portion of the structure.  The entire property is situated within chain linked fencing and ingress/egress is located along North Union Avenue to the east and the railroad tracks to the west.  A 17,700 sq ft building is present on the northern portion of the Subject Property historically occupied by Volcanic Heater/Alliance Brass and Bronze Company.  Construction phases of this building range from 1910 through 1981.  All site buildings are vacant and there are no active site operations.  
V. Previous Sampling Activities

Flynn Environmental, Inc. (Flynn) performed a UST Closure Assessment at the Former Stewart Brothers Paint facility in May 1998.  Six (6) USTs were located within four (4) UST cavities and were removed on May 27, 1998.  The USTs were situated at the northwest corner of the main building and product piping extended above ground and into the facility.  UST characteristics were as follows:  UST # 1 – Cavity # 1 (1,000-gallon steel, high flash naphtha, installed in 1968), UST # 2 – Cavity # 2 (1,000-gallon steel, lacquer thinner, installed in 1968), UST # 3 – Cavity # 3 (10,000-gallon steel, mineral spirits, installed in 1927), UST # 4 – Cavity # 3 (10,000-gallon steel, xylene, installed in 1927), UST # 5 – Cavity # 4 (1,000-gallon steel, toluene, installed in 1968), and UST # 6 – Cavity # 4 (1,000-gallon steel, toluene, installed in 1968).  Evidence of corrosion was identified on UST # 1 and UST # 2.  Moreover, odors and discolored sandy clay soils were visible in all four (4) cavities.  Groundwater was not encountered in any of the excavations.  The Site Feature Scoring System (SFSS) established by the SFM/BUSTR was used to classify the site as Category 3.  Action levels for toluene and xylenes were used for comparative purposes.  Soils from the four (4) cavities and four (4) stockpiles were field screened and samples were selected for laboratory analysis.  Concentrations of toluene and xylenes were below Category 3 Action levels.  Concentration of naphtha, lacquer thinner, and mineral spirits were detected in soil samples from Cavities # 1 through # 3; however action levels were unavailable from the SFM/BUSTR for comparative purposes.  Lastly, all soils were returned to the excavation (Cavity # 1 – 20 yd3, Cavity # 2 – 20 yd3, Cavity # 3 – 240 yd3, and Cavity # 4 – 36 yd3).  NFA status was issued by the SFM/BUSTR on September 18, 1998.
The D-Con Warehouse was formerly located between Volcanic Heaters, Inc. and the current location of Clem Warehouse to the north of the Volcanic Heater portion of the property.  D-Con stored insecticides, rodenticides, and other chemicals in the 75,000 ft2 warehouse along with the tenants Roadway and Consolidated Freightways.  On May 31, 1988, the Alliance Fire Department received a call that the D-Con Warehouse located at 1250 Asbestos Drive was in flames.  Eight hundred (800) people were evacuated and the fire took 75.5 hours to completely extinguish.  

The U.S. EPA and Ohio EPA collected surface water, sediment, and vegetation samples in the vicinity of the property to determine if contamination existed.  Samples results were either non-detect or below the quantitation limits for all parameters analyzed.  Surface water samples were collected from Elliot’s Pond, historically adjacent to the site and sediment samples were collected from drainage ditches.  The Ohio EPA deemed the surface water, which contained low levels of contamination, to be a hazardous waste due to the mixture definition (OAC 3745-51-03).  The pond was pumped to the City of Alliance wastewater treatment plan and the pond was backfilled with soil.  Soil and groundwater samples were not collected after the warehouse fire to determine potential contamination.  The most serious route of human health exposure was the air pathway due to the chemicals involved.  Lastly, the Ohio EPA concluded that groundwater was not likely contaminated due to the presence of dilute concentrations of chemicals in surface water and sediments and the site was designated as a low priority.  Warfarin and Pyrethrins were the two (2) major components of the insecticides and rodenticides involved in the fire but both are practically insoluble in water.  All the remaining chemicals were removed after the fire and a new building was constructed.  
A Phase I ESA was completed in December of 2011 for the Subject Property.  The assessment revealed evidence of fifteen (15) Identified Areas/Recognized Environmental Conditions (IAs/RECs), which are listed below:

1. Historical Operations at Former Volcanic Heater

2. Suspected Heating Oil UST at Former Volcanic Heater

3. Suspected Sand Pit at Former Volcanic Heater

4. Surface Storage Area/Loading Docks at Former Volcanic Heater

5. Finished Products Warehouse/Loading Dock at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

6. Filling/Receiving Area at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

7. Mill Room/Basement/Laboratory at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

8. Former Gasoline House/Former Loading Docks/Empty Containers Storage Area at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

9. Vandalized Pole Mounted Transformers at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

10. ASTs, Pumphouse, Underground Piping, and Small Storage/Maintenance Building at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

11. Former USTs at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

12. Former Varnish Cooking Building/Former Mill Room at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

13. Former Rail Siding and Platform at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

14. Large Storage/Maintenance Building at Former Stewart Brothers Paint

15. Drainage Ditch in Wooded Area

VI. Redevelopment Potential
The Stewart Brother’s Paint Company currently owes approximately $48,837.62 in back taxes to Stark County (as of December 1, 2011).  The company is currently in bankruptcy and the property is controlled by RBJ, Inc. – Trustee Michael Demczyk, Trustee in Bankruptcy.
The City of Alliance  in conjunction with the Greater Alliance Development Corporation (GADC) have planned that, at the completion of environmental assessment and remediation, the property titles would transfer to the GADC land bank via donation, and the properties would be marketed for reuse.  The planned reuse is commercial/industrial which fits with the current zoning.  Should remediation be required, the City and GADC will seek private and public funding sources to complete any necessary remediation.  Several of the adjoining property owners have recently inquired about potentially expanding onto the Subject Property at the culmination of environmental assessment and remediation activities.  Expansion by these companies could potentially create more than 10 jobs for the area.  The site is located one half mile from State Route 62, a major highway, adjacent to the Norfolk Southern Railroad, 20 miles from the Akron Canton Airport and 35 miles to the northwest of the Ohio River.  The site is accessible via pedestrian sidewalks and public transportation provided by the Stark Area Regional Transit Authority.  
