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Special Committee Report.
3the Honorable President and Mem-
bers of the 'City Council of Alli-
ance, Ohio. /
Gentlemen;—Wie the undersigned
immittee pointed to investigate
e. feasibility-of a municipal electric
eht plant for the city of Alliance.
Beg leave to report that we havel
isited Lorain, 'Cleveland, Ashtabula, j
alem. and Allegheny, Pa., and findj
le following condition: i
1st At Loraip we found that thej
ity was not operating its own elec-.
-ic light plant, hut was about to re-
ew their contract with a private
ompany, and statement of the condi-
ion ‘of their contract'was promised
s but has not reached us at this

ime. ’ !
2nd. At Cleveland we found max
2000 000 of bends had beep author-
zed for a municipal electric lighi
lant And in an interview with Mr,
lallau an electrical engineer, employ,
id by the city of Cleveland to conduct
md make investigation for a mung
eipal electric- light plant, we found
.he following facts: The present cost
if arc lights for the city of Cleveland
s $59.06. The municipal plant wib
Eurnish the same arc light for $45 00,
riiis rate being somewhat higher
Lhan ordinary, owing to the fact that
the current must he carried a distance
of 7 i_2 .miles. The computed cost
of current at switch board is 58 of a
cent per K. W., including depreeia*
lion, interest on bonds and taxation
The estimated cost of current for Al

Wy, Mimm

liance, (at the switch board, is about
1 12 cents per K. W,

The conditions existing in Alliance
as to location of plant, and the area
that the current would be carried to,
was fatten into consideration before
the aboVe estimate was given.

3rd. At Ashtabula, we found a mu-
nicipal electric light plant. Popula-
tion 18,266; 121 arc lights and 50
Tungstens; 40 miles of wire. Streets,
public, building and pumping stations
are supplied free.

1278 customers using lights, de-
pre.ciatipn ig computed at 7 1-2 on
stock. Present bond debt, $8,000.00
and a surplus of $32,000.00. They are'
now installing new machinery. The
charges for:electric current are as fol-
lows ;

1st. 50 K. W, 10 cents per K. WI hr.

2nd 50 K. W. 8 cents per K. W. hr.

3rd 50 K. W. 7 cents per K. \V. hr.
4th 50 K. W. 6 cents per K. W. hr.
5th. All over 200 K. W. 5 cents per
KSm hr.
Power Rate.

1st 20, K. W. 7 cents per K. W. hr.

2nd 30 K. W. 6 cents per K. W. hr.

3rd 50 K W, 5 cents per K. W. hr.
4th.  All dyer 100 K. W. 4 cents per
K. W. hr.

The director of service made the
statement that if a nominal charge
had 'been made for lighting the
streets and public buildings, the
above, rate could be reduced one half.

4th. At Salem, O. we found that
the city did not own it® lighting plant,
hut owned an equipment consisting
of poles and wives, which bonds were
issued in the. sum of $20,000, with
a view of owning its entire plant in
the future.

By provision of a new contract cur-
rent is furnished by private comipanv
at-1.21 cents per K. WI, powe# at [T-

(Continued on Page two.l
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(Continued from page one.)
Of a cent per K. W.
bjti}. . At Allegheny we found a mu-
nicipal ~electric light plant which fur-
nishes Ught .and power to all muni-
cipal activities.

No revenue is derived from the
plant. All operation expenses are
met by general taxation.

In an interview with an official of
the plant weé ascertained the follow-
ing:

£I}Before the installing of this plant
the priée per arc light was $96.95 and
now cost $53.98, including interest on
bonds at 4 per cent. Tax loss on 50
per cent of .Valuation,

i The statement was also made that,
if they were allowed to furnish cur-
rent for, .commercial pnrposee, the
plant, would have a large surplus at
the end of the year,, and under the ex-
isting conditions it was a great sav-

ing 4i> the cifyl ~
(Signed) L. L. TTOWKII,
J. 1. PATTON,
4 W irAonviing
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The Minority Report.

| Th« investigations of this eommit-
tfe regarding municipal light plants
can only toe given very briefly at this
tljne, owing to the fact that { the
Waiter has been very busy and since
returning has not had time to give
a full detailed report. | will there-
fore give you a few of the facts as |
saw them during this trip.

.g'Ehe fifcst point on the map we wish-
ed to .reach; was Cleveland, bjjt after,
thorough consideration we found itf

y "

Ishould be replaced by new  ones,
[which iwill show you how absurb is
the statement that, there should be
no depreciation figured against the
plant as long as they keep it in prop-
er running order.

I Mr- Gray seemed to fayor municipal
ownership, but. upon asking him the
question directly, “Do you think Alli-
ance can afford to put in a $15,000
plant at this time for lighting our
public buildings .bearing in mind that
we are to consider a larger plant to

was not .possible to stop in Cleveland | take care of all purposes in the near

any length of time, owing to the fact}

future, he answered 4% emphatically,

that we wished to make both Lorain >Bob.”

and Ashtabula,on the same day. i

-After a short interview with these'

*We therefore took the limited in { gentlemen we took the car over to

terurban to Lorain as per arrange!
ments ofX tfce chairman of this com- j
mittee. [We. found that Lorain did
not own its pwn municipal ligiit plant,
but instead they 'were thinking ser-
iously of closing a deal - with  the

Dougherty Electric Company. We

asked the gentleman whom we met
to give us the facts and figures relat

ing to the cost of electric current and

electric power to the citizens of their

city. This'Sre promised to do, and

possibly the chairman of this com

mittee safe .received the report from

him before this.

We then; took tke limited back tc
Cleveland, where we got our dinner,
after which wo boarded the interurban *
car .to Ashtabula, arriving;™ that city
about 3:20. IWI found that we had just
about 40 minutes in which to got .the
desired information. This you will ail
agree was too short a time to get re-
liable data that could toe depended
upon.

We had the pleasure of interview-

the city hall at Pittsburg where we
first met the city auditor. After ex-
plaining our mission he immediately
directed us to a former engineer at a
light plant, whose name, | believe, is
Mr. Weidmer, and just before leaving
us he made the statement that he
would advise us to keep away from
municipal light plant entirely.

Mr. Weidmer at first was very en-
thusiastic and seemed to be sure that
a municipal light plant would be a
good thing for the city of  Alliance,
that if it could be governed properly
it would necessarily be, a paying prop-
osition.

Tbérefore after weighing all  the,
evidence carefully that was gathered|
during this trip the writer still feels
that'we are wrong in  asking the
citizens of Alliance to give us $15-
000 (with which a small light plant
could be btillt, which must necessarily,
be operated at a loss. | further think
that the right thing to do is to face
the jssue squarely and tell the good
people of Alliance 'just what they
are to receive for their money, andi
leave it to them.
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- A great many of our citizens it
[seems are being mislead in their be-
"lief in what we are to have for the
$15,000. | have been approached by a
Jnumber of citizens who think that we
are going to have a municipal plant
covering all the needs of the city of
Alliance in the way of current for
lighting and power, but after | .. ex-
plained to them that this plant was
only being built to light up our public
building and to furnish power for
bur Booster Station, they almost with-
out exception agree with me that it
Was a waste of money.

I would therefore suggest that we]
do as | have stated before, forget the
$15,000 plant, and at the proper time,

Jtake up the matter of a  municipal

light plant that will cover all the
iwants of all the people of the city
of Alliance.

(Signed.) PETER VOSS.
|
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