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“Alliance, O.,, July 17, ’Il.
The HonoraBle City Council, Alliance,

8glr?t'lemen:—The article submitted
at your meeting on the 10th, signed
by Member J. H. Patton, and publish-
ed in the daily papers, contains
a number of statements that should
be corrected.

First, the city mayor and service
director do not constitute the board
of service, and no such board exists
under the present city government, a
fact of which Mr. Patton, as ah offi-
cial member and part of such govern-
ment for nearly two years, should be

aware.

The further statement as to the
limitations of the city council to act
only on the recommendations of the
service director and mayor is also a
new and remarkable revelation as to
the powers and duties of a council-
man, and Is strangely inconsistent
with the facts in this case in as.much
as the actions of the service director,
,which this article assumes to criti-
cise, were all taken in an effort to
carry out the expressed recommenda-

tions of the council to the service di-
rector, which recommendation- Mr.
Patton supported and approved.
'(Further as to the action of the of-
ficial committee of the board of trade
at a recent meeting, with members, of
council to which, reference is made,:!
do not understand*that such action
was in any way in opposition to M
well water supply or against further!
testing, hut rather that they strongly
urged the council to take action to
conserve and improve the present riv-
er supply as one that-would always
be needed for commercial purposes,
regardless of whatever additional sup-
ply might be found, this for the pur-
pose of inspiring industrial confidence]
and redeeming” the unfavorable repu-
tation the city’s water supply had un-
fortunately gained. If this is- not the
correct attitude of the committee, 1
Shall be glad to be corrected.
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. Further as to council acting on the
recommendations of the service di-
rector,. let' us refer to .records. On
March 10, 1911, 1 submitted a report
summarizing the results:of engineer-
ing as to available storage to insure
a permanent supply against all con-
tingencies and made certain, recom-
mendations. This report contained
two propositions which | specially
ecommended for your consideration,
and about the same time a bond ordi-
nance sufficient to cover either ol
these propositions was submitted.
One of these plans was the build,
ing of a new dam below the old one,
changing the intake and removing ob
structions from the river. The other
was the building of a 50-acre storage
dam at North Georgetown as a dry.
weather feeder for the river. This
last was specially recommended as
being the most effective apd econom-
ical for furnishing-a large supply and
as being easily and quickly available.
The general action of council' that
followed, was the unfavorable report
off the bond issue of $12,500, and the
emphatic statement of Certain mem-
bers,, including Mr. Patton, as | re-
member, that they would not spend a
dollar on the river until the well
question, was settled. This amounted
«to the same as saying that they
would spend no money on the river to
take care of the shortage for the pres-
ent year, as it would be impossible
to settle the well question and have a
Separate well plant and equipment
ready by July or August, especially if,
,it would be necessary to locate such
well plant at some, remote point not
yet determined, as the result-on well
tests then indicated as shown by the
.detailed report submitted on February
,-20. In addition to this a special re-
-port was -submitted, by the point com-
,Mittee expressing encouragement as
'to the results of well tests thus far
jand recommending .that additional
iwells be drilled and equipped in order
,to supply the shortage; for this year,
f It was the attempt of. the director
jof service to carry out this recom-
tmendation, which as | recall, Mr. Pah
{ton also concurred in, that brought
lout the criticism in this article on the
"expenditure of money for air compres,
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The existing conditions atithat : This drilling resulted in' find|
itime made it 'absolutelly necessary lay 8th, on the west bank Aril»
[that these additional, wells he located er” works settling basin at.’a de
‘above the .pumping, station so -that, the 0 feet, a gravel formatiomkwhie m
now ar-pumpage- could, be introduced ated the. stronestf.iSUPpIFimt;
directly into(the river or basins. rhen pumped of any lomtioi
iTlius far- indications of a sufficient pund, and the appearancS~and
gupnly of water for this purpose had jidicated a quality very siml
Jieen found at only-- three locations— ae other deep gravel' wate|w J.
pumpingi station, the Grove farm o \yas sent to the state ghen
I* .li4,.miles distant, and the Cobb etermine its qualify, especially
farm. ahout.; two miles ahvay. Much, -
water had'been found in the gravel purity and safeness to ulB,.
beds at each of these places, but all there was little doubt as,noi
of it had been shown by state analy-[ water had yet been found
sis to be hard and contain much iron depth, \Y/
and had been pronounced undesirable A second .well was drilled
for general public use, but not unfit distance away with“the
nor Unsafe, nor' has, any water yet and others were ordfe
been: so pronounced! - once and specification»
Estimates on the'different plans oi sary air compressor for
pumping equipment, and air pipe liues® prepared and same was M i
were at once taken up in an effort tq ter advertising for the Irqit
ietermine the most practical and ecol This suggests: another' Krofi-
aomical method of handling this wa- Patton’s article wherein  ffill
ter at the different' locations. It was $2,800was spent foran ahE-cor
ound that the cheapest equipmentfor to pump these wells befowLan.
lumping at the nearest location to the of the water was receive»- |
dant on the Grove farm would cost part of. this statement contain»,
ihont $3,080 without considering cost ethok which had been correct« j
jf right of way and land for wells, and] patton’svpresence and hewM.
council was asked,for authorization to days prior thereto; and:|a,
spend $2,800, which was the balance statement of which had.l p%
remaining jn the well fund, for pump-1 peengublishe?\ﬂin both dafty
ng AenfMHEMGHuipMidht, M™ind ~ ThaScdsh BEMMSNIRT ocnapril
same was-granted. At the same time the .records show, was $1,968.
another attempt was made to find the little more than one-thi“ *°?
jsstrang supply of water supposed, to amount. It is true that .
be in the gravel bed in the river val- thority to contract for $2,809 <(’.
tey near the pumping station as shown irg machinery, anel equihB»
jy the well drilled at the plant torn such request was granted
‘(ears ago, but which supply had not and it would'have cost more t|'
i?eemlocated. In-three other, wells sine to equip wells for an em”ge.
rilled in that vicinity. This wouldj pjy as these are being eghipil
uean a.saying of about: two-thirds thej jiz§ t,een necessary to go to »
jost of equipment owing to the extraj ll10te locations which seemed
-lower plant or air pipe line requiredii ones available when, this ,reqtv
find-itswas deemed advisable ta'trn'ftnvimade. The additional coat t*
'n-as-much as the general quality ofLir pipe line or power
he water was about the same one jwould have exceeded $1,5(0 e

dace as another, and any well watei considering right of way gqJMp-
vould he better than none in time oi

shortage and any- water would be
letter from almost any standpoint
iban the river water in its lowesi
dages.



As to the latter part of the state-
ment, it is true that* the analysis of
the water had not been received when
the compressor was purchased, but
the general character of the water
was pretty definitely known. Further,
as this analysis was not received.un-
til July 1st, the compressor would
not yet be purchased if we had waited
until that date before deciding what
to do, neither would, the additional
wells yet be drilled. .

In the light of, these facts and in
the face of the present receding water
in the dam and the prospects for a
shortage in the river supply in a short
time unless weather conditions change
very soon, | leave it to the judgment
of you men as to whether it would
have been wise to wait until july Isr
before providing the additional wells
and the necessary equipment for
pumping same.

I am also willing to leave it to the
judgment of any fair minded man or
set of men, in the light of all the
facts, the recorded action of copncil,
the expressed attitude of Member Pat-
ton and other members as to the ex-
penditure of money on river improve-
ment, the lateness of the season and
the necessities of the case, as to
whether or not the course pursued by
this department has been the mosi.
economical and practical in providing
means to secure relief from a possi-
ble water shortage for the present sea-
son; also as to whether or not Member
Patton is wholly consistent in criti-
cising such action from the standpoint
of economy.

As to the further plain inferences in
Mr. Patton's article that the service
director is not making a fair test for
wells. | only desire to say that unless
Mr. Patton ‘will produce a single state-
ment. or act of,the director, that .tyill
in some slight degree pear out this’in-
ference, which he, has, notyet done, |
shal.l not go-intp a further discussion
of-the maifter, hut shall, lie content to
be .judged py tpé results obtained as
compared with similar efforts in the
pastv,and viewed in. the light of the

conditions under whi¢i we have la-
bored thus far,,

As to the other matters referred to
jby him concerning the conditions and
Isources of pollution;, along the river
above the supply, | have already stat-
ed to you that these are in the main
true, and- have been the source of
much difficulty in dealing yrith the
water question. However, these con-
ditions are not worse today than ever
before, but on-the contrary are much
better, than a few months ago. | have
examined many of these conditions
sinoe His report and have given .a
number of them much personal atr
tention before that’time and have had
a river patrolman on duty for several
week's, whose instructions were tq
have any nuisance found to exist;
remedied at, once; and to arrest any
violators of the law who failed to
obey his instructions.

Notices also have been conspicua
ously posted for several miles up
stream, and every attention drawn to
.the necessity for proper- care dofj the
water supply.

There is, however, one particular in

which Mr. Patton’s article may, give
,& wrong impression and that is in
lhis several statements concerning
[closets draining into the river. So
far | have failed to find any, positive
evidence of sewers from closets drain-
ing into the water supply, and the
river patrolman also states that he
,has failed to find such evidence. It is
true-that there are a number of sur;,
face closets in the populated, district
east althe city outside of the corpor-
ation and sewer limits- from which: in
times of freshets or overflow the sur-
face- drainage may find its way into
the streams that flow-into the river,
hut none of these are sewered into
these streams to my knowledge. If
IMr. Patton personally knows of any,
jsuch cases he should furnish this de-
partment or the health department
with definite information that will
make it possible to bring about their
immediate abatement and the neces-'
sary, co-operation will at any time be
given to bring about this result.

In this connection | also want to
call "attention to the position the ser-
vice director has taken and the writ-
ten recommendations that he has
made to the council concerning the
improvement of the condition of the

[city’s water supply-

water supply and for this purpose 1j

desire to again refer to and quote
freni my report oi March 10, in the

eclosing sections IOf V-Inch is found the
.following: f

“While this is recommended (re
ferring to the recommendations for

Istorage dams previously mentioned)
;as being a measure for immediate

relief it is net offered as ultimate or

complete soiutlpn of. the water prob-

lem, hut is only the first step in a se-

ries of improvements that should be

carried out for the betterment of the

Along with this

there should be a continuation of a

thorough- and: systematic search dur-
ing' the present season for a satisfac-

tory well supply for domestic use.

Additional settling basins should also

be; -provided for clarifying, and in a

measudi purifying, the present river

supply, .as.this:will\be needed for shop

and boileruses whatever the outcome

cf-the well tests, may be, and it (the

settling basin.) will.be a .valuable ad-
junct to a filtration plant in case such

means are found necessary in the fu-
ture In, order to provide a pure water
supply.”

i It also further states as follows;

¥The matter of filth from the local

.surface drainage of the city should

also be taken care of and every means
taken to better the general conditions |
at and- about the present source of|
supply.”

These are quotations from the re-
port of the service director that was
followed by the action of oouncil re-
ferred to earlier herein, and by state-
ments of certain members that they I
would not spend a dollar on the river
until the well question was settled.

These quotations and references to
this report of March 10th, 1911, are
Introduced herein for the double pur-
pose of again calling to your attention
the position taken and the recommefi
Cations publicly made by the director
of .public service at that, time, and o'
showing to what extent those recom
mendations have been acted upon by
the council as suggested by Mr. Pat.
ton.

In closing this report | want to fur
ther state that it is not my intent or.
purpose to criticise or complain of
'the action of council or of Member
Patton in submitting his report, for 1
fully recognize and respect the right
of each of you gentlemen to the full
possession and enjoyment of your own
opinions in all matters pertaining to!
your, official public duty, regardless
of what recommendations | or any
other official, citizen or committee
mat make, and'in spite of all that
may he said-, or done seemingly to the
contrary | can not make myself he
lieve that any of you wijl act on any
of these public matters other than in
accordance with the light of your bet-

ter judgment.

t | should rather thank Member Pat-
ton for introducing his report if it be
in line with his views in. the matter,
as it only gives an opportunity to
take up and correct any wrong im-
pressions that may have existed, in
his mind, and | further want to again
remind you that this lengthy report
is. only a reply to the report of Mer-
ber Patton,.and was made necessary
in my judgment after more, careful
consideration, in order to correct any
such wrong impression that might
have been,left in your mind or that
of the public from the reaiding of hie
report, and for the further purpose of-
again stating the position of this de-
partment on certain matters referred
to therein concerning which soma
confusion and  misunderstandings
seem to have arisen.

Respectfully submitted, ,
D. M ARMSTRONG,
Director of Public Service
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